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Weather
Some sun and not as cold.
Daytime high, 41;
tonight’s low, 35.
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Bob Donaldson/Post-Gazette
After a dayslong traffic jam, tractor-trailers line up to enter the Pennsylvania Turnpike at the Bedford
interchange before it opened Sunday afternoon.

Craig Ruttle/Associated Press
Snow is cleared Sunday along a street in the
Upper West Side neighborhood of New York City.

Alex Wong/Getty Images
People participate in a snowball fight Sunday at
Dupont Circle in Washington, D.C.

SEE STORM, PAGE A-5

By Verena Dobnik
and Ben Nuckols

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Brilliant sun-
shine and gently rising tempera-
tures followed the mammoth bliz-
zard that paralyzed Washington,
D.C., and set a single-day snowfall
record in New York City, enabling
millions to dig out Sunday and en-
joy the winter.

The timing could not have been
better: Most people stayed home as
the heaviest snow fell Friday eve-
ning and all day Saturday, enabling
crews to clear roads and rails, then
awoke Sunday to see grimy cities
blanketed in lovely but unfamiliar
terrains.

It was just right for a huge snow-
ball fight in Baltimore, where more

than 600 people
responded to or-
ganizer Aaron
Brazell’s invite
on Facebook.

“I knew people
would be cooped
up in their
houses and want-
ing to come out-
side,” said Mr.
Brazell, who was
beaned by multi-
ple blasts of per-
fectly soft but
firm snow.

The blizzard
picked up steam
after traveling
across the South
and Midwest. It
dropped more
than a foot of

snow on parts of Ohio, North Caro-
lina and Kentucky before hitting
the mid-Atlantic and Northeast
with full force Saturday morning.
West Virginia, Pennsylvania and
Maryland logged some of the heavi-
est snowfall while Massachusetts
was largely spared precipitation of
the magnitude it sustained last win-
ter.

It was the biggest snowstorm
ever in Baltimore, and also Allen-
town, Pa., and Harrisburg, accord-
ing to the National Weather Ser-
vice.

Meanwhile, stock, bond, and
commodities markets in New York
are planning to operate on regular

Burrowing out of the snow
East Coast
cleans up after
deadly weekend
storm, prepares
for workweek

Rig collision started turnpike jam

SEE TURNPIKE, PAGE A-3

By Karen Kane
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The massive backup that left
hundreds stranded on the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike over the
weekend started when two trac-
tor-trailers collided Friday
night while traveling side by
side in a snowy construction
zone as they climbed a hill in
Somerset County, the chief ex-
ecutive of the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission said.

“Two tractor-trailers were
driving side by side through a
cattle chute,” said Mark P.
Compton, referring to narrow
travel lanes that accommodate
construction projects,  “and they
collided.”

The truck in the right lane
shouldn’t have been in that
lane, he said, because the con-
struction section restricts
trucks to the left lane.

The accident happened at
around 8:30 p.m. Friday in the

westbound lanes about three
miles before the entrance to the
Allegheny Mountain Tunnel,
on a notoriously steep, winding
section of the turnpike.

Mr. Compton said a police re-
port had not yet been written
but that emerging facts point to
a trucker’s error at the founda-
tion of a situation that left some
500 vehicles snowbound and
forced a shutdown of much of

Trucks traveled side by side illegally through construction zone

Legislature
trapped in
budgetary

twilight zone

Strange happenings
in Harrisburg

SEE BUDGET, PAGE A-3

By Kate Giammarise
Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau

HARRISBURG — The lack of a
completed state budget more than
halfway through the fiscal year is
giving rise to a number of strange
and unprecedented situations in
Harrisburg.

After a compromise budget deal
fell apart in December, the Legisla-
ture sent Democratic Gov. Tom
Wolf a $30.26 billion Republican-
crafted budget, just days before
Christmas. Mr. Wolf signed into
law $23.39 billion worth of state
spending, but vetoed large portions
of the bill — including half a year’s
worth of education and corrections
spending — in order to keep Re-
publican legislative leaders negoti-
ating and because he said the bud-
get was not balanced. But a final
budget doesn’t seem to be on the
horizon anytime soon. Many Capi-
tol observers don’t expect any ma-
jor action until after the April pri-
mary election.

In the meantime, Harrisburg is
in a puzzling sort of limbo.

Vapors linked to oxygen depletion
present hazard for oil, gas workers

SEE GASES, PAGE A-2

By Anya Litvak
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Three weeks before a 59-year-
old oil and gas worker was found
collapsed over a tank in a Colo-
rado oilfield in 2014, he felt so dis-
oriented that he went to the emer-
gency room. By the time he got
there, his symptoms had sub-
sided and he was discharged.

It wasn’t immediately clear
what had happened, but a record
of the gas monitor he wore as part
of his job gauging oil tanks
showed a five-minute period
where the air around him was
low on oxygen. So low — between
10 percent and 15 percent by vol-
ume — that he would have likely
experienced poor coordination,
fatigue and difficulty breathing
within minutes.

The normal range of oxygen in
the air is around 21 percent. Any-
thing below 19.5 percent is consid-
ered oxygen deficient.

When the same worker was
found dead over an open tank
hatch three weeks after his doc-
tor’s visit, his oxygen level had
gotten as low as 7 percent.

The circumstances of his death
and eight similar events in oil
and gas fields over the past five
years have been known in the in-
dustry for the past year. The Na-
tional Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health, a research
arm of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, put out a
tank hazard alert last year, and
the topic has gained traction at
industry conferences and among
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WAYNE VAN DINE
1938 - 2016

The longtime TV reporter was
famous for solving problems

for many in the Pittsburgh area.
Mr. Van Dine, 77, died Friday
at his home in Weirton, W.Va.

Obituaries, Page B-3

Finding beds for mentally ill
difficult even when available

SEE HOSPITAL, PAGE A-3

By Joe Smydo
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Beds in hospital psychiatric
units across the state regularly sit
empty even though emergency
department physicians struggle
to find space for mental health pa-
tients requiring inpatient care,
according to a Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette review of state Health
Department data.

Two years ago, the Pennsylva-
nia Medical Society called for the
state to create a computerized
real-time availability database
for beds in hospital psychiatric
units. The request — so far un-
heeded — followed doctors’ com-
plaints that mental health pa-
tients sometimes are held in
emergency departments for

hours or days while staff mem-
bers work the phones, trying to
find a hospital with an inpatient
opening.

Last week, Todd Fijewski,
president of the Pennsylvania
College of Emergency Physi-
cians, encountered a patient who
waited 26 hours for an inpatient
bed.

“In all honesty, it’s inhu-
mane,” said Dr. Fijewski, who
works in the emergency depart-
ments of various local hospitals.

Hospitals without psychiatric
units send all patients requiring
inpatient mental health care to
other facilities. Hospitals also
seek beds elsewhere when their
own psychiatric units are full or

New IS video
appears to show
Paris attackers

SEE TERROR, PAGE A-4

By Lori Hinnant
Associated Press

PARIS — New video released by
the Islamic State group on Sunday
appeared to show the extremists
who carried out the Nov. 13 attacks
in Paris committing atrocities in
IS-controlled territory while plot-
ting the slaughter in the French
capital that left 130 people dead and
hundreds injured. The group also
threatened to attack Britain.

The 17-minute video was seen as
showing the extent of the planning
that went into the multiple attacks in
Paris, which French authorities
have said from the beginning was
planned in Syria. The video was pro-
vided online by the SITE Intelligence
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