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W
hen Tim McCaughan 
was promoted to 
assignments editor at 
CNN’s Washington 
bureau several years 

ago, the woman who would later 
become his wife congratulated him.

“It’s much deserved,” she said.
“How would you know?” he joked.
Except she didn’t take it as a joke, 

for the simple reason that he was 
unable to make the face-splitting 
grin that someone else would have 
used to accompany such a self-depre-
cating, sardonic remark.

Mr. McCaughan has Moebius syn-
drome, a rare disorder that paralyzes 
most of the facial muscles. By the time 

he realized his mistake, “I remember 
turning and seeing the back of her 
head. She of course had taken it that I 
was a jerk.”

He eventually persuaded her 
otherwise. Tim and Kristen McCa-
ughan now are married and have 
two young children.

But his predicament that day 
reveals a fundamental fact about 
our social lives that we usually take 
for granted — most of us have the 
ability to make thousands of facial 
expressions, and those expressions 

give people an enormous amount of 
information about what we are feel-
ing beneath our malleable masks.

Evolutionary psychologists say 
that our finely tuned expressions 
may have had their birth when our 
ancestors first lived in small groups 
and needed to be able to quickly tell 
at a distance what was going on in 
their environment.

A grimace of fear might say, “Run! 
There’s a dangerous creature here!” 
The wrinkled nose of disgust would 
instantly signal, “Don’t eat this. It’s 
rotten!”

From those beginnings, our 44 
facial muscles have evolved the 
ability to signal the most basic emo-
tions — “I’m happy to see you,” or 

Gabrielle McClinton, a 21-year-old 
 musical theater major at Carnegie Mellon 

University from Los Angeles, models the seven 
universal emotional expressions identified by 
Paul Ekman, an emeritus professor at the 

University of California at Berkeley.DISGUST

ANGER

HAPPINESS

FEARSADNESS

SURPRISE

The window
of our emotions

ONE IN AN OCCASIONAL SERIES

Since prehistoric times, 
facial expressions have 

sent vital signals to 
others and ourselves

SEE faces, PAGE A-7
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By Dennis B. Roddy
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

GOOD INTENT, Pa. — Early 
in the ’80s, when this small 
place was not yet smaller still, 
word went round that the town 
had somehow been left off the 
latest state road map.

Curt Naeser was livid. He ran 
the general 
store — they 
still had one 
back then — 
and his son 
Gary remem-
bers his dad 
contacting 
his state leg-
islator about 
the slight. No 
one’s sure if 
the Washing-
ton County 
town really had been left off 
the map; possibly Mr. Naeser 
was looking at the wrong one. 
The place is easy to miss — a 
dot at the end of a twig of a road 
branching off another in Penn-
sylvania’s lower left corner, the 
part Virginians called Yohoga-
nia back in the days when these 
sorts of things were still being 
sorted out at gunpoint.

Real or imagined, the map 
story found its way into the 
mists of spoken lore, along with 
the one about the founder’s 
mother-in-law being killed 
by the Indians. Mr. Naeser is 
unavailable for comment — he 
died in 1995 — though Bill Acor 
speaks of him as if he’s in the 
next room.

“Oh, yeah, I remember hear-
ing it. They just forgot us, I 
guess,” says Mr. Acor, a retired 
telephone worker who repaired 
to the green of the hills in 1970 
and found, if not heaven, cer-
tainly home.

SEE dispatch, PAGE A-11

State government 
too abstract, too far 
down road to stir 

voters’ imaginations
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By Daniel Malloy
Post-Gazette Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — His core 
advisers are his siblings, he 
spends each night poring over 
reams of campaign data and he 
has no intention of shoveling 
out “walking around money” on 
Election Day.

Joe Sestak is running an atyp-
ical Pennsylvania campaign, and 
he’s betting that in this topsy-
turvy political year the approach 
will make him the state’s next 
U.S. senator — because it hasn’t 
failed him yet.

In May, the hyperkinetic oper-
ation knocked off a 30-year Senate 
institution named Arlen Specter 
and stuck a finger in the eye of 
the state and national Democratic 
establishment backing the party-
switching incumbent.

And while the establishment 
rushed to embrace the man it 
tried to toss from the race, the 
Sestak campaign hasn’t entirely 
hugged back. Its officials par-
ticipate in the strategy meetings 
of the coordinated statewide 
Democratic campaign, and they 
collaborate in areas where labor 

SEE sestak, PAGE A-10
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Joe Sestak’s
maverick
Senate bid
is family-run

By Ann Belser
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

It’s a recovery; wages are 
stagnant.

The economy is growing; mil-
lions are unemployed.

Call it “A tale of two reces-
sions” because while economists 
last week officially proclaimed 
that the Great Recession is over, 
much of the country is still limp-
ing along in Dickensian levels of 
misery.

That would be because there 
are two different levels of the 
economy — what professional 
economists measure and what 
the rest of the country experi-
ences.

Ken Goldstein, an economist 
at The Conference Board, an 
economic research firm, said 
the reason for the dichotomy is 
that there is a very precise way 
that economists measure reces-
sions and a recovery does not 
mean we are all better.

Professional economists, 
Mr. Goldstein said, measure a 
recession as, “a decline in over-
all aggregate activity that goes 
on for more than six months.” 
The recession has been declared 
over because “the economy is no 
longer operating at a level that 
we economists call recessionary 
— that’s what we egghead econo-
mists say.”

But that doesn’t address the 
other recession: the one felt 
by the people who create the 
economy and for us, well, our 
finances seem to be stuck in the 
doldrums.

The good news is that the lead-
ing economic indicators  — those 
that The Conference Board uses 
to predict the future of the econ-

SEE recession, PAGE A-8

Experts say recession 
is over statistically, 
but effects still linger

As the 
economy
grows,
misery
persists

By Dan Majors
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Capt. Kyle Deem, a 26-year-old 
Air Force helicopter pilot from 
Upper Burrell, had only been in 
Afghanistan about two weeks 
when he and the other men 
in his unit heard the burst of 
alarmed chatter from the radio 
at their base.   

A medevac helicopter was 
being shot down.

“The worst thing was hearing 
it happen on the radio,” Capt. 
Deem said, recalling the June 9 
incident in Helmand province 
in southern Afghanistan. Four 
U.S. troops were killed in what 
would become one of the deadli-
est weeks since the war began in 
2001.

“We were at the other loca-
tion further away, and we were 
listening to this crash of our 
guys. We all sat there in shock. 
We’re all thinking, ‘God, no.’ 
We’re all praying and thinking, 
‘Well, maybe they’re all OK.’ But 
then we heard the calls over the 
radio, and we knew they were 
gone.”

Three service members sur-
vived the crash. Capt. Deem 
did not know them, but his path 

SEE deem, PAGE A-14

Afghan war 
rescue pilot
experiences
both sides

By James C. McKinley 
and Robbie Brown

The New York Times

LITHONIA, Ga. — Over the 
last two decades, Bishop Eddie 
L. Long has built a religious 
and financial empire from 
scratch, transforming a small, 
faltering church into a modern 
cathedral with one of the larg-
est and most influential con-
gregations in the country.

Today, Bishop Long’s New 
Birth Missionary Baptist 
Church includes a multimil-
lion-dollar network of chari-
ties and businesses, a private 

school and the Samson’s Health 
and Fitness Center, where he 
holds court and pumps iron 
with young people.

His message that God wants 
people to prosper has attracted 
celebrities, professional ath-
letes and socialites, swelling 
the membership to 25,000. The 
church hosted four U.S. presi-
dents for the funeral of Coretta 
Scott King in 2006.

The rapid expansion of the 
church — often called “Club 
New Birth” because it attracts 
so many young black singles 
— has also made Bishop Long 
a powerful political player, 

especially in DeKalb County, 
home to one of the wealthi-
est black communities in 
the country. The church has 
become a mandatory stop for 
many politicians — local, state 
and national — and Mr. Long 
supports candidates of both 
parties.

But Bishop Long’s reputa-
tion and sprawling enterprises 
now stand threatened by a sex 
scandal.

Four former members of 
a youth group he runs have 
accused him of repeatedly 

SEE long, PAGE A-9

Sex allegations threaten pastor’s empire

Bishop Eddie L. Long
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