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Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette

Mitch Spooner, with the CIS Steeplejack Co. of Litchfield, Ohio, hangs from the side of 
a steeple at the Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church along Mansfield 
Boulevard in Carnegie.

NO PLACE LIKE DOME

By Rob Stein
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The United 
States issued an unusual apol-
ogy Friday to Guatemala for 
conducting experiments in the 
1940s in which doctors infected 
soldiers, prisoners and mental 
patients with syphilis and other 
sexually transmitted diseases.

The experiments, conducted 
by a physician who was later 
involved in the infamous 
Tuskegee syphilis study in Ala-
bama, involved a total of 696 men 
and women who were drafted 
into studies aimed at determin-
ing the effectiveness of penicil-
lin.

“The sexually transmit-
ted disease inoculation study 
conducted from 1946-1948 in 
Guatemala was clearly unethi-
cal,” Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Health 
and Human Services Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius said in a joint 
statement.

“Although these events 
occurred more than 64 years 
ago, we are outraged that such 
reprehensible research could 
have occurred under the guise of 
public health. We deeply regret 
that it happened, and we apolo-
gize to all the individuals who 
were affected by such abhorrent 
research practices,” the state-
ment said.

Ms. Clinton called Guatema-
lan President Alvaro Colom to 
inform him about the experi-
ment Thursday night.

“We, of course, are very upset 

SEE guatemala, PAGE A-4

Pitt professor tested 
Guatemala prisoners, 
later part of Tuskegee

U.S. offers 
apology 
for 1940s 
syphilis 
study

By Tom Barnes
Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau

HARRISBURG — Critics 
of state Homeland Security 
Director James F. Powers Jr. 
got what they wanted Friday, 
when he announced he is leav-
ing state government after 
four years.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union, state Sen. Jim Ferlo, 
D-Highland Park, Pittsburgh 
Councilman Doug Shields and 
groups that opposed Marcellus 
Shale drilling had lambasted 
Mr. Powers over the past two 
weeks because of a so-called 
anti-terrorism contract he 
agreed to.

Mr. Ferlo urged Gov. Ed 
Rendell to fire Mr. Powers 
after word got out two weeks 
ago about a $103,000 contract 
he’d signed with a 6-year-old 
Israeli/American company 

called the Institute of Terror-
ism Research and Response.

The contract led the institute 
to track and monitor meetings, 
rallies and protests held by var-
ious groups around the state, 
including a Pittsburgh City 
Council meeting on Marcellus 
Shale drilling, protests by envi-
ronmental activists against 
natural gas drilling, anti-tax 
protests, school funding rallies 
and gay/lesbian parades.

The institute would find out 
where the protests were tak-
ing place and who was leading 
them and relay the information 
to state Homeland Security 
officials and law enforcement 
officials in affected towns, with 
some information also going to 
gas industry officials.

The ACLU and other crit-
ics claimed the institute was 

SEE powers, PAGE A-3

Critics called for his firing 
over anti-terror contract

Homeland 
Security chief 
Powers resigns

By Rich Lord
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The next time serious snow 
falls, you may be asked not to 
park — maybe even not to drive 
— on key city arteries. You may 
be able to check the progress of 
street clearance online, or con-
sult a page that tells you when 

you might expect to see plows. 
You might even get detailed 

information from city officials 
earlier in the event than you did 
back in February, if Pittsburgh 
City Council and the Department 
of Public Works have their way.

The Feb. 5 storm that para-
lyzed Pittsburgh and inspired 
much finger-pointing blew back 

to Grant Street on Friday, as 
council issued a report that char-
acterized the city as lacking the 
plans, equipment and technology 
needed to cut through a thick 
blanket of snow. Public Works 
Director Robert Kaczorowski 
gave council’s report a cursory 
glance, saying he’ll issue a new 
“state of the art” snow plan by 

early November.
“I don’t know how much expe-

rience council members have in 
snow removal,” he said.

Council’s 36-page report, with 
230 pages of attachments, was 
the culmination of seven months 
of work by a task force led by 
Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak, 
and including council President 

Darlene Harris and Councilman 
Bruce Kraus. At a May special 
meeting, a subpoenaed Public 
Safety Director Michael Huss 
defended his and Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl’s decision to go to 
Seven Springs on Feb. 5, even as 
forecasts worsened.

SEE snow, PAGE A-3

Report finds gaps in planning for snow emergencies

By Emily Gibb
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A playful squabble between 
2-year-olds rolling in the dirt 
turns rough, so mom steps in 
because one is sitting on the oth-
er’s head.

Such antics are a normal 
occurrence in the elephant yard 
at the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG 
Aquarium, but this time they 
were in the international spot-
light as the zoo hosts the 31st 
annual Elephant Managers Asso-
ciation conference this weekend.  

The EMA is a group of ele-
phant professionals, veterinar-
ians, researchers and enthu-
siasts, said EMA President 
Andrew Smith, who works at the 
Memphis Zoo. 

“We consider ourselves the 
experts in the elephant industry, 
and the membership has a phe-
nomenal background in elephant 
management and research,” he 
said. 

They hold the conference 
each year to bounce ideas off one 
another and listen to presenta-
tions on all different aspects of 
animal care. Members are able 
to learn, ask questions, network 
and essentially grow as an indus-
try, Mr. Smith said. 

SEE elephants, PAGE A-3

Elephant 
breeding  
heavy topic 
at conference

Susan Walsh/Associated Press

By Tracie Mauriello
Post-Gazette Harrisburg Bureau

The suicide last week that 
shook Rutgers University also 
rocked gay and lesbian students 
on campuses nationwide.

For Pennsylvania students, 
the harassment that freshman 
Tyler Clementi endured at the 
hands of two fellow students 
amplified the homophobic 
remarks and offhand comments 
they experience regularly as 
they work toward graduation.

Mr. Clementi jumped off the 
George Washington Bridge in 
New York City Sept. 22 after his 
roommate and another student 
secretly used a webcam to record 

a sexual encounter between Mr. 
Clementi and another man.

The incident sparked fierce 
debate on Internet forums over 
whether the students, Dharun 
Ravi and Molly Wei, caused Mr. 
Clementi’s death and whether 
their actions constituted a hate 
crime.

Gay students at the University 
of Pittsburgh and Penn State 
University said they have found 
acceptance on their campuses, 
but occasional homophobic com-
ments are reminders that there 
still are pockets of ignorance.

For someone just coming to 
terms with his or her sexuality, 
hearing those kind of comments 
“can throw you right back in 
the closet,” said Mark Gardner, 
a Penn State graduate student 

SEE rutgers, PAGE A-3

Pa. students say hate
still rises to surface 

Campus climate for gays
at issue after Rutgers suicide

By Brian O’Neill
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pittsburghers once again 
will see the seventh game of 
the 1960 World Series before 
anyone else.

A kinescope of the game 
Bill Mazeroski won with his 
home run will be replayed in 
its entirety at a Pittsburgh 
theater in November, Bob 
Costas of MLB Network said 
Friday. It will be the first time 
the game has been shown in 

50 years.
“We’ll show it sometime 

in November at a theater in 
Pittsburgh and make it a Pitts-
burgh event,” said Mr. Costas, 
who will host the program.

A kinescope of the event 
was recently discovered in 
the California home of the 
late Bing Crosby, who was a 
part-owner of the Pirates in 
1960. Bing Crosby Enterprises 
conveyed the rights to MLB.

SEE series, PAGE A-3

’60 World Series Game 7 
film airing at theater here

FOND 
FAREwELL 
President Barack 
Obama hugs 
outgoing White 
House Chief of Staff 
Rahm Emanuel in 
the East Room of 
the White House 
Friday during an 
announcement that 
Mr. Emanuel will 
be stepping down 
to run for mayor 
of Chicago. Pete 
Rouse, a Capitol Hill 
veteran often called 
a publicity-shy 
workaholic, will be 
interim chief.

Pennsylvania Gov. 
Ed Rendell says he 
would love to replace 
Rahm Emanuel as 
Barack Obama’s 
next chief of staff. 
Story, Page A-7.


