
DATE TARGET CITY AMOUNT STOLEN STATUS
January 1950 Brinks Building Boston, Mass. $2.7 million (cash, checks, money orders) Most of the money 
is rumored to be hidden in the hills outside Grand Rapids, Minn.

In January, after two years of planning, armed robbers use copied keys to break into the “burglar-proof” Brinks Building in Boston. 
They nab $2.7 million in cash, checks, and money orders. The Great Brinks Robbery is labeled the “crime of the century.” It takes 
until 1956 to charge and sentence all eight thieves. Most of the money is rumored to be hidden in the hills outside Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota.

1978

On December 11, a gang of thugs slips into the Lufthansa Airlines cargo terminal at New York’s JFK airport, stealing $5.8 million in 
cash and jewelry. Unfortunately for police, the currency consists of dollars which had been exchanged overseas, and is impossible 
to trace. One suspect is sentenced, several are murdered. Only $20,000 is ever recovered. The heist is portrayed in the 1990 
mobster film Goodfellas.

1983

UK In November, six thieves break into the Brinks Mat warehouse at Heathrow Airport, hoping to steal £3 million and instead 
discover a safe filled with ten tons of gold bullion worth £26 million. The haul is so large and heavy, gang members actually leave 
the airport to retrieve a larger vehicle. A handful are eventually jailed. Three tons of gold remain unaccounted for.

1990

On June 26, 1990, an armored car was on the way to a scheduled delivery in Rochester, New York.  nearly $11 million dollars in 
cash. the driver of the hijacked vehicle, was tried and found guilty of unrelated racketeering charges.  But at that time he also pled 
guilty to the armored car robbery.  Ranieri refused to name his accomplices.  None of the $11 million has ever been recovered. 
(http://www.unsolved-mystery.com/1331/)

1997

In September, crooks break into the Dunbar Armored car depot in Los Angeles, and within half an hour stuff $18.9 million in cash 
into a waiting U-Haul. After some years, all are caught and confess, including the ringleader, a Dunbar employee. The Dunbar 
Armored Robbery remains the largest cash robbery in U.S. history. $10 million remains missing. 
(http://www.americanwaymag.com)

DATE TARGET CITY AMOUNT STOLEN STATUS OF LOOT

January 1950 Brinks Building Boston $2.7 million (cash, Missing
   checks, money orders)
                               The Great Brinks Robbery is labeled the “crime of the century.”
Dec. 11, 1978 Lufthansa Airlines New York City $5.8 million Only $20,000
 cargo terminal  (cash, jewelry) recovered
 JFK airport
                               The heist is portrayed in the 1990 mobster film “Goodfellas.”
November 1983 Brinks Mat warehouse London $39 million (10 tons 3 tons 
 Heathrow Airport  of gold bullion) remain missing
June 26, 1990 Armored car Rochester, N.Y. Nearly $11 million (cash) Missing
September 1997 Dunbar Armored Los Angeles $18.9 million (cash) $10 million
 car depot   remain
                               Largest cash robbery in U.S. history.  missing

Big heists in history
The money stolen in some of the largest 
heists in history remains missing.
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