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From now until Dec. 24, the Post-Gazette will share 
ideas for everyone on your gift list.

Whether it’s taking the bus 
instead of driving or cutting 
back on plastic silverware, 
everyone seems to be more 
eco-conscious these days. 
Luckily, retailers have seized 
the market of “greener” folks 
on your shopping list. Here 
are some gift ideas that are 
certainly greener (and more 
fun) than a lump of coal.

“Green” gift ideas

Save on wrapping paper by donating a sheep in a friend’s 
name through Oxfam America Unwrapped. The sheep is donated 
to impoverished women who can then use its wool to make local 
textiles. The site also offers goats, honey bees and even camels 
for donation, as well. $50; www.OxfamAmericaUnwrapped.com.

Give the gift of Phipps Conservatory in Oakland with a membership, available for individu-
als or households. The membership is good for one year of admission to the plant collections 
and exhibits at the storied conservatory. Memberships also include invitations to events 
throughout the year and a discount at the Phipps gift shop. The individual membership is 
$50, and the household membership (good for two adults and up to four children) is $75; 
Phipps Conservatory or http://phipps.conservatory.org/become-a-member/.

Keep herbs fresh for up 
to three weeks with the Pre-
para Herb Saver. The Herb 
Saver fits inside most refrig-
erator doors, and comes 
free of BPAs. And how’s this 
for an endorsement: Oprah 
Winfrey included it on one 
of her “Favorite Things” 
episodes. $29.99; avail-
able through retailers like 
Williams-Sonoma or at www.
prepara.com.

These colorful men’s boots are 
by TOMS, a shoe retailer that’s 

made waves with its use of 
recyclable materials and 
donation policy. For every 
pair of shoes purchased, 

TOMS donates a new pair 
of shoes to a child in need. If 

teal is a bit too-too for your loved one, 
consider the olive or charcoal models. 
$67.95; available through Nordstrom’s 
or at www.toms.com.

Class it up with a bow tie — made of 
recycled cassette tapes. The Sonic Bowtie 
is a sweatshop-free purchase and has the 
metallic glean instantly recognizable to anyone 
who ever owned a Sony Walkman. Same-day 
delivery available for Pittsburgh orders. $124; 
available through www.shopequita.com.

File this under unlikely green gifts: 
a computer monitor. The 17-inch 
NEC AccuSync AS171 touts 50 
percent less mercury content than 
other screens, and includes a car-
bon footprint meter that tracks your 
greenhouse emissions throughout 
the day. $139; available through 
www.NECdisplay.com.

Green thumb friends can give their knees a rest with the Step 
2 Garden Hopper. The portable garden seat also includes storage 
space for your tools and a place to store your water. It only weighs 9 
pounds. $29; available through Sears or through www.step2.com.

Give the budding biologist 
in your life an early start with 
the Thames & Kosmos Botany 
Experimental Greenhouse 
Science Kit. Suitable for ages 
5 and up, the kit teaches chil-
dren how roots transport water 
and also allows them to grow a 
mini flower garden. $37; avail-
able through retailers such as 
Saks Fifth Avenue and Barnes 
& Noble, and through www.
thamesandkosmos.com.

— Erich Schwartzel


