
 Gift ideas for outdoors loversSHOP

The most spectacular wildlife watching in Penn-
sylvania is in the Elk County town of Benezette. 
Some of the state’s wild, unfenced elk herd 
routinely appear near the Elk County Visitor 
Center, which explains the presence of the big 
animals outside. Admission is free, but a $20 
gift certificate covers $3 entry to the 4D Story 
Theater, $10 ride on a horse-drawn wagon or 
sleigh ride, and $7 in purchases at the Visitor 
Center store (1-814-787-5167).

The butane-heated 
cartridge inside the 
ThermaCELL Portable 
Bug Repellent is worn 
on a belt and emits 
a compound that its 
manufacturer claims 
will repel up to 98 
percent of mosqui-
toes, black flies, sand 
flies and no-see-ums. 
Protects 15-foot by 
15-foot area, EPA-
approved and Army 
field-tested. $24.99; Dick’s Sporting 
Goods.

Keep pesky squirrels 
out of bird feeders 
with the weight-
activated Squirrel 
Buster Plus. Seed 
ports at the bottom 
provide access to 
seeds as big as 
peanuts. When 
a squirrel climbs 
onto the feeder, its 
weight shuts doors 
that block access 
to the seeds. Squir-
rels and large birds 
aren’t harmed, just 
sent away hungry. 
$94.99; Wild Bird 
Center, McMurray.

Bug bites can spoil any outdoor 
adventure. A new portable device, 
Therapik, promises to deliver bug 
bite relief by narrowly 
targeting heat in a 
temperature range 
that “deactivates” 
the venom of more 
than 20,000 spe-
cies of insects and 
sea animals, reducing swelling, red-
ness, pain and itching. Not for use 
on spider or snake bites. $12.95; 
www.therapik.com.

A new product catching on among West 
Coast hikers and campers replaces the 
time-honored sleeping bag. The Selk’bag 
Sleepwear System is a wearable sleeping 
suit that allows users to roll around, stroll 
through camp, take nighttime relief stops, 
sit up and eat without leaving the comfort 
of their “sleeping bag.” Comes in child 
and adult sizes. $159 at www.selkbagusa.
com.

Put an end to 
boring arm-length 
point-and-shoot 
self photos. Now 
outdoors lovers on 
your list can attach 
any digital camera to 
the XShot 2.0 tripod 
and get great pictures 
of themselves out-
side. $29.95; REI.

Winter runners, climbers, ice fishermen and 
anyone who wants to avoid slipping when 
shoveling the driveway will appreciate the 
Kahtoola MICROspikes Traction System. 
Sort of like tire chains — an elastic band 
slips over boots while small spikes dig into 
snow and ice. Available in various sizes. 
$59.95; Exkursion, Monroeville.

An inexpensive and simple 
stocking stuffer, perfect for 
wildlife watchers and anyone 
who uses binoculars. The 
Mossy Oak Deluxe Binocular 
Strap keeps binoculars from 
swinging freely and takes 
weight off the neck, distributing 
it evenly across the shoulders. 
$17.99 at  Kmart. 

— John Hayes


