
 Gift ideas for PittsburghersSHOP

If your grandparents love wildlife, here’s a whale of a BOGO: The cost of indi-
vidual membership to the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is the same cost 
for an older couple — $55. And for that brother who always wanted a mon-
key, you can adopt one for him and he won’t even have to clean up the cage. 
Adopt-an-animal for a year for as little as $30. www.pittsburghzoo.org; 412-
365-2543.

You may be hankering for the tomato 
beanie for $8.99 in the gift shop 
at the Heinz History Center, 1212 
Smallman St., Strip District, but 
consider this: for $10, some-
one you like can go through the 
entire building of exhibits. For 
$20 someone you love can go 
twice. www.heinzhistorycenter.
org; 412-454-6000.

— Diana Nelson Jones

Now on to some funny 
business. The Toon-
Seum, 945 Liberty Ave., 
Downtown, might have 
the perfect present for 
your favorite character, 
whether it’s a cartoon-
related item in the gift 
shop or something for 
that hard-to-buy-for dad: 
the original mold of the 
power sword wielded 
by He-Man on a 1986 
Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day parade float. toon-
seum.org; 412-232-
0199.

Have you imagined yourself saying “Quack quack quack!” 
on cue with a few dozen other people in a pontoon boat 
rolling down Stanwix Street? Pedestrians might smirk but 
they won’t see the city the way you and your gift recipi-
ent will on a Just Ducky tour: $21 for an adult, $15 for 
children 3-12. www.justduckytours.com 412-402-DUCK 
(3825). 

For architecture buffs, 
the Pittsburgh History 
& Landmarks Founda-
tion’s annual “Whirl-
wind Walk” booklet is 
your anytime Downtown 
tour guide for $10. It 
directs you to 84 sites, 
from the Allegheny 
County Courthouse to 
Point State Park, with 
historic descriptions 
and 168 color photo-
graphs. www.phlf.org; 
412-471-5808.

Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild, 1815 Metropolitan Ave., 
Chateau, is one of Pittsburgh’s premier live jazz ven-
ues, but it is also a campus of creativity and personal 
betterment with its partner organization, the Bidwell 
Training Center. Gift certificates in any amount are 
good for classes, the gift shop and live concerts. www. 
mcgyouthandarts.org; www.mcgjazz.org. 412-322-1773. 

The Frick Art & Historical Center is one of Pitts-
burgh’s best-kept secrets at 7227 Reynolds 
St., Point Breeze. For the lady in your life, con-
sider a $23 (nonmember) gift of a tour of the 
Clayton and lunch in the Cafe at the Frick. Reg-
istration must be made two weeks in advance 
and pre-payment is required. www.thefrick-
pittsburgh.org; 412-371-0600. 

The Carrie Fur-
nace is so mon-
strous that a 
person on the 
ground below 
looks the size 
of a model 
train conductor. 
Among other 
gift opportuni-
ties, The Rivers 
of Steel Heri-
tage Area, 623 
E. Eighth Ave., 
H o m e s t e a d , 
offers tours of 
the magnificent ghostly hulk in Rankin for $25. 
Your gift-getter will have to wait until after April, 
when the tour season starts, but the wait will 
be worth it. www.riversofsteel.com; 412-464-
4020.

Many people like to get movies as gifts. 
Pittsburgh Filmmakers, 477 Melwood Ave., 
Oakland, offers the gift of movie-making for 
newbie, novice and more experienced film stu-
dents. Winter-spring classes begin in January. 
Noncollege credit tuition for each full-semester 
course is $375, $335 for early payment. pfm.
pittsburgharts.org;  412-681-5449.


