
 Gift ideas for seniorsSHOP
A birdfeeder hanging outside the window 
brings people closer to nature when they 
can’t get out because of bad weather or 
mobility problems.  The Audubon Nature 
Store at Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve 
in Fox Chapel sells a variety of quality 
birdfeeders, including pole, deck, platform 
and hanging feeders to attract a diverse 
range of birds. Prices range from $20 to 
$190. Among the most popular: the Droll 
Yankees Onyx Clever Clean ($45-$65) 
and Ring Pull ($40-$55) feeders, which 
are designed for easy cleaning. Buying 
from Beechwood is a gift for the birds, too 
— proceeds go to their conservation and 
education programs. 

For bookworms who ran out of shelf space 
years ago, an e-book reader allows them 
to continue to build their library in digital 
form. And for those who have trouble getting 
to libraries or book stores, having reading 
matter delivered wirelessly is a gift that 

keeps giving. 
Many local 
libraries offer 
e-book lending 
services.
Amazon’s Kindle 
family comes in 
a range of prices 
Kindle ($79), 
Kindle Touch 
($99), Kindle 
Touch 3G ($149) 
and Kindle Fire 
($199). The new 
color Kindle Fire 
lets them enjoy 
apps and games 
as well as books, 
newspapers 

and magazines. They’re available at many 
retailers, including Best Buy, Target, 
Walmart, Staples, Sam’s Club, Radio Shack 
and Office Depot.
Barnes and Noble’s Nook also comes in 
a new color tablet, on which the user can 
watch movies and TV shows via Netflix 
and Hulu Plus. Nook Simple Touch ($99), 
Nook Color ($199) and Nook Tablet ($249). 
Available at Barnes and Noble, plus Target, 
Best Buy, Staples and Walmart stores.

Many people who used to enjoy 
gardening can’t handle the work 
anymore or no longer live in homes 
with outdoor space. They can still grow 
fresh lettuce or herbs in their kitchens 
with AeroGrow’s AeroGarden — a self-
contained tabletop hydroponic garden 
system that comes in a variety of styles 
and prices, $89.95 to $199.95; http://
www.aerogrow.com

Unique handmade holiday ornaments can be 
a welcome gift. The Pittsburgh Glass Center 
in Friendship, sells fused glass ornaments 
in the shape of a penguin 
(shown), owl and dog ($15). 
Other handblown glass 
ornaments sell for $25.
Or sign up for one of the 
Glass Center’s ornament-
making workshops and 
make your own gifts for 
a favorite senior. For a 
schedule of blown glass, 
fused glass and “flamecicle” 
ornament workshops, 
which run through Dec. 18, visit www.
pittsburghglasscenter.org 

Grandparents and great-
grandparents can view and 
show off digital pictures of 
the kids easily — and without 
turning on a computer — 
with a digital photo frame or 
digital wallet-size frame. Ritz 
Camera & Image Centers 
has a selection of Sunpak 
frames: 7-inch ($39.99), 12-
inch ($119.99) and 15-inch 
($149.99), and the Sunpak 
PocketPix 3.5. Digital Picture 
Frame ($39.99). Office supply 
retailers such as Office Depot 
and OfficeMax also have large 
selections.

 — Adrian McCoy

Share their history and past with something from the Senator John Heinz History Center gift shop in the 
Strip District, where you’ll find a large choice of regional history books, DVDs, music and more. They sell 
Arcadia Publishing’s “Images of America” series ($21.99) — a rich visual history of places and times past. 
Many deal with Pittsburgh neighborhoods and small towns in the region, and they make a nice gift for 
someone who grew up in these places. 

Seniors — especially those who live in isolated areas — will 
appreciate hearing weather and other news on a radio that 
still works when the power goes out. Radio Shack’s AM/
FM/WX Emergency Crank Radio receives NOAA weather 
information. The crank recharges the batteries; $44.99.  

The LightWedge Book Light focuses light directly on the 
printed page. The acrylic lens lays flat on the page edge and 
two LEDs create a sharp, bright reading light. It’s perfect for 
those who like to read in bed and for travelers who want to 
read on airplanes and trains while others around them are 
sleeping. It comes in two sizes — the LightWedge Original 
Book Light ($34.95) for standard hardcover books, and 
the LightWedge Paperback Book Light ($24.95) for smaller 
volumes. Barnes and Noble.


