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Note: Play refers to a geographic area that has been targeted for exploration 
due to favorable survey results. An area comes into play when it is generally 
recognized that there is an economic quantity of oil or gas to be found. 
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Site of existing
V&M Star rolling
mill and $650 
million expansion
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Early in 2010, V&M Star 
announced that it would be 
building a new $650 million 
rolling mill next to its 
existing Youngstown 
operation. 

 biggest in that region since 
General Motors built the 
Lordstown assembly plant 
nearly four decades ago

The mill’s operation is 
expected to create 350 new 
jobs by the end of 2012, 
more than doubling V&M’s 
local workforce.

Proximity to the Marcellus and Utica 
shale fields was a factor behind the 
company’s decision to build in 
Youngstown.

Youngstown, halfway between 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh, is 
geographically positioned on top of 
both the Marcellus and Utica shales, 
two rock formations that hold untold 
reserves of natural gas and liquid 
hydrocarbons.

V&M Star's $650 million expansion, 
the largest private investment in 
that region since General Motors built 
the Lordstown assembly plant nearly 
four decades ago, is expected to create 
350 new jobs by the end of 2012, 
more than doubling V&M’s local 
workforce.

Proximity to V&M’s existing 
plant — and to Youngstown’s 
workforce and “center of 
competency” — was the main 
driver behind the company’s 
decision to build in 
Youngstown, said Vince 
Bevacqua, spokesman for V&M 
Star Steel. Proximity to the 
shale fields was the next 
reason on the list, and might 
turn out to be the most 
important one.

Youngstown is geographically 
positioned above both the 
Marcellus and Utica shale 
fields, and is halfway between 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh.
V&M Star's $650 million 
expansion, the largest 
private investment in 
that region since General 
Motors built the Lordstown 
assembly plant nearly four 
decades ago, is expected to 
create 350 new jobs by the 
end of 2012, more than 
doubling V&M’s local 
workforce.
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