
1580-1342 BC 
An Egyptian stele 
depicts a priest with 
a withered leg lean-
ing on a staff, sug-
gesting that polio 
has existed for thou-
sands of years.

1789 
British physician Michael 
Underwood attempts the 
first-known clinical descrip-
tion of polio, titled “Debility 
of the Lower Extremities.”

1916 
A polio epidemic 
in New York City 
heightens con-
cern and acceler-
ates research into 
how the disease 
is spread.

1931 
Sir Macfarlane Burnet 
and Dame Jean MacNa-
mara identify several 
types of poliovirus, known 
as types 1, 2, and 3.

1954 
Dr. Jonas Salk de-
velops the first 
vaccine against 
polio, an injecta-
ble vaccine made 
from inactivated 
polio virus.

1961 
Dr. Albert Sabin develops a 
“live” oral vaccine, which rap-
idly becomes the vaccine of 
choice for most national im-
munization programs.

1985 
Polio paralyzes more than 350,000 
children in 125 countries every year. 
Rotary International launches Polio-
Plus, the first internationally coordi-
nated private-sector support of a 
public health initiative, with an initial 
pledge of $120 million. 

1988
The status of polio in 1988. 
The World Health Assembly passes 
a resolution to eradicate polio, pav-
ing the way for the formation of the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative.

1994 
The Western 
Hemisphere 
is declared 
polio-free.

1995 
Rotarians and other 
volunteers immunize 
165 million children 
in China and India in 
a single week.

1996 
The number of nations declared polio-
free reaches 150. The reported inci-
dence of polio is 85 percent less than 
in 1988. Nelson Mandela launches 
Kick Polio Out of Africa, mobilizing soc-
cer players to take part in public aware-
ness campaigns across the continent.

1997 
In India, 134 
million chil-
dren are im-
munized on a 
single day.

2000 
A record 550 million children 
– almost one-tenth of the 
world’s population – receive 
the oral polio vaccine. The 
Western Pacific, spanning 
from Australia to China, is de-
clared polio-free.

2009 
Rotary and the Bill 
& Melinda Gates 
Foundation pledge 
a combined $555 
million for the 
Global Polio Eradi-
cation Initiative.

2006
The number of polio-endemic countries 
drops to four (Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, 
Pakistan), the lowest in human history. Oth-
er nations remain at risk for isolated infec-
tions “imported” from endemic countries.
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1580-1342 BC An Egyptian stele depicts a 
priest with a withered leg leaning on a staff, 
suggesting that polio has existed for 
thousands of years.
1789 British physician Michael Underwood 
attempts the first-known clinical description 
of polio, titled “Debility of the Lower 
Extremities.”
1916 A polio epidemic in New York City 
heightens concern and accelerates research 
into how the disease is spread.
1931 Sir Macfarlane Burnet and Dame 
Jean MacNamara identify several types of 
poliovirus, known as types 1, 2, and 3.

 1954 Dr. Jonas Salk develops the first vaccine 
against polio, an injectable vaccine made from 
inactivated polio virus.
1961 Dr. Albert Sabin develops a “live” oral 
vaccine, which rapidly becomes the vaccine of 
choice for most national immunization programs.
1985 Polio paralyzes more than 350,000 
children in 125 countries every year. Rotary 

International launches PolioPlus, the first internationally coordinated 
private-sector support of a public health initiative, with an initial pledge 
of $120 million. 
1988 The status of polio in 1988:

The World Health Assembly passes a resolution to eradicate polio, 
paving the way for the formation of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative.
1994 The Western Hemisphere is declared polio-free.

1995 Rotarians and other volunteers immunize 165 million children in 
China and India in a single week.
1996 The number 
of nations declared 
polio-free reaches 
150. The reported 
incidence of polio is 
85 percent less 
than in 1988. 
Nelson Mandela 
launches Kick Polio 
Out of Africa, 
mobilizing soccer 
players to take part 
in public awareness 
campaigns across 
the continent.
1997 In India, 134 million children are immunized on a single day.
2000 A record 550 million children – almost one-tenth of the world’s 
population – receive the oral polio vaccine. The Western Pacific, 
spanning from Australia to China, is declared polio-free.
2006 The status of polio in 2006:

The number of polio-endemic countries drops to four (Afghanistan, 
India, Nigeria, Pakistan), the lowest in human history. Other nations 
remain at risk for isolated infections “imported” from endemic countries.
2009 Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation pledge a 
combined $555 million for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.
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