IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA CRIMINAL DIVISION

OTN G461966-1

Judge Manning

RICHARD POPLAWSK],
Defendant

PETITION TO EXTEND
ORDER PRECLUDING
PERSONS CONNECTED
WITH INVESTIGATION
FROM MAKING
EXTRAJUDICIAL
STATEMENTS

AND NOW, comes the defendant, Richard Poplawski, by and through his attorney, Lisa

G. Middleman, Esquire, and avers the following:

L. On April 14, 2009, this lHonorable Court issucd an Order Restricting

Extrajudicial Statements of Parties, Witnesses and Altorneys.




2. On April 14, 2009, the Govemor of Pennsylvania, Edward Rendell, during the
course of remarks to the media, was asked about the above captioned case.

3. Govemor Rendell stated that his Job was to sign death warrants, and that he
would sign that (Poplawski’s) death warrant without a minute’s thought,

4. The clear import of the remarks and delivery of those remarks was that the
defendant was guilty, and that the appropriate penalty in this case was death.

5. In an effort to ameliorate the prejudice of his remarks, the Govemor, on April
15, 2009, stated that assuming the evidence shows that the defendant was
guilty, he wouldn’t hesitate to sign the death warrant, further cementing in the
minds of the public that he believed the proper penalty to be death,

6. Should the District Attorney of Allegheny County elect to pursue a sentence
of death in the above captioned case, in the event that the d::!;cndant wnul:d be
convicted a first degree murder, the decision of penalty must be made by a
JUI}' of impartial, unbiased individuals unaffected by the pressure of public
opinion.

7. The opinions of public officials are more widely publicized than those of
average cilizens.

8. The opinions of public officials have a greater impact on the general public
than those of the average citizen.

9. Public officials have a greater responsibility to act in a manner consistent with
the fair administration of justice in the community.

Wherefore, defense counsel respectfully requests this Honorable Court extend the order

to include public officials.



Respectfully submitted,

/A

LISA G. MIDDLEMAN
HOMICIDE COUNSEL
PA LD. #49557

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER
FIRM #227

400 COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING

542 FORBES AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15219

(412) 350-2401



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA CRIMINAL DIVISION
V. OTN #G 461966-1
JUDGE MANNING
RICHARD POPLAWSKI, PETITION TO EXTEND ORDER
DEFENDANT PRECLUDING PERSONS
CONNECTED WITH
INVESTIGATION FROM
MAKING EXTRAJUDICIAL
STATEMENTS
PRELIMINARY ORDER
AND NOW, to-wit this _day of v 2009, "it is hereby
ORDERED that a hearing shall be held on the day of

— 20092t __am./p.m,
| BY THE COURT:

— ' J..

- roncorsmwie T —————

The Public Defenders Office hand-delivered a true and correct copy of the forcgoing

motion 1o the following:
: IR Motions Count

7 Allegheny County Clerk of Courts
3. Allegheny County District Altomey’s Ollice

9. Helen Lynch, Esquire
Criminal Count Administrator

Date: FI-Zé di








